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PREFACE. 



The present work is among the most scarce 
of the various productions of the venerable 
Bishop Patrick, one of the most indefatigable 
and zealous writers whom the Church of Eng- 
land has produced — fertile as she has been, in 
everj age, in giving birth to distinguished and 
honoured defenders of the pure and orthodox 
fedth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
It would be difficult, indeed, to find a more 
convincing proof of the vigour and force of 
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intellect, the clearness, and even eloquence of 
style, possessed by this eminent prelate, than 
this little volume affords, which was composed 
when he was entering on the seventy-first year 
of his age. An examination of its pages will 
abundantly show, that in none of these charac- 
teristic marks is it inferior to any of those 
works which issued from the ready pen of this 
distinguished ornament of our apostolic Church 
in the earlier, and what is usually termed, the 
riper period of life. 

It is scarcely possible to imagine how an 
individual, who during the greater part of a 
long life occupied high and responsible situa« 
tions in the Church, subjecting him to arduous 
and laborious duties, could yet have found time 
for the composition of so many works, most, if 
not all of which, involve no slight research, 
and no little acquaintance with ancient and 
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modem writers, and are also distinguished by 
most accurate information with regard to the 
subjects of which they treat, clear and forcible 
statements of religious truth, great earnestness 
and persuasiyeness of style, a deep and fervent, 
and, at the same time, sober and well-regulated 
piety. The reason is obvious, and it is one 
which, we fear, does not redound much to the 
credit of our own age. however much it may 
to that of an earlier period. The age in which 
Bishop Patrick lived, did not offer a number of 
trifling and idle pursuits, invested with the 
specious guise of more lofty pretensions, in 
which to fritter away the most precious of the 
gifts of God, and that which can never be 
recalled — ^time, which is given to man to pre- 
pare for eternity. In those days, persons were 
content to choose out a single object of pur- 
suit, in following out which they employed all 
their energies and powers, without suffering 
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themselves to be tamed aside into other paths, 
well knowing that by sach means alone they 
could hope to become great or eminent in any 
branch of knowledge. 



When every thing which relates to the Ri- 
tual and Services of our Church is investigated 
with so much eagerness and zeal, a work of 
advice and instruction, written for the use of 
the clergy of his diocese, by a prelate so con- 
spicuous as Bishop Patrick was, in an age 
adorned by eminent divines, can scarcely fail 
to be interesting, and it is earnestly to be 
hoped, useful also. Mild and persuasive in 
his exhortations to the performance of those 
duties which he recommends, the excellent 
Bishop may be said rather to speak in the spirit 
of love and of meekness than of severity, and 
to appeal to the feelings as well as to the judg- 
ment of his readers. With regard to the cele- 
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bratton of daily prayers in the church, a prac* 
tiee which it is to be hoped will continually 
become more frequent. Bishop Patrick adopts 
a tone of great moderation and temperance, 
and we cannot help thinking, that if his advice 
should be followed, it might be the means, 
under Divine prcrvidence, of leading many 
members of our congregations to become at- 
tendants upon the week<day services c^ the 
Church, who might otherwise absent them* 
selves. 



The advice which the Bishop gives on the 
choice of style and matter in the composition 
of sermons, and on the manner of their deli- 
very, and also on the mode most proper to be 
adopted in reading the several portions of the 
liturgy of our holy and apostolic Church, well 
merits perusal, and will be found very useful, 
more particularly by the younger members of 
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the sacred vocation. The ideas entertained by 
this excellent prelate upon all these points, 
mark out, in a very characteristic form, that 
plain and practical good sense, that true and 
solemn feeling exhibited by him on every 
subject connected with the worship of Al- 
mighty God, which may well be called the 
leading features of his mind. Many persons 
appear to imagine that the delivery of a dis- 
course from the pulpit, or of the prayers firom 
the reading-desk, is in each case a task of very 
difficult performance, and one which requires 
considerable labour, and the possession of large 
natural gifts. Singleness of purpose, sincerity 
and humility of heart, ac6ompanied with a 
moderate share of natural powers — and where 
these are in a great degree defective, even they 
are to be improved by careful and diligent 
attention — form those qualifications which are 
indispensable for a right performance of this 
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most sacred duty. But where these are want- 
ing, and then- place is supplied hy an over- 
straming of the natural powers, and a too 
eager desire rather to win the applause of man 
than to gain the approbation of God, it can 
scarcely be doubted but that the difficulty which 
has been alluded to will be created, nor is it 
likely that it will be removed,, so long as these 
erroneous habits continue to be adopted. *' It 
is no small part of the study of priests in the 
present Roman Church," says Bishop Patrick, 
" to learn how to compose their looks and 
gestures, and voices, in the several offices 
which they are to perform : which, as it hath 
too much of the theatre in it, so that pains 
may all be spared by possessing our minds with 
a deep sense and feeling of the majesty of 
God, to whom we speak, and of our great 
need of the things which we pray Him to be- 
stow upon us. This will naturally compose 
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our countenances, and regulate the tone of our 
voice, and make us pronounce the prayers as 
gracefully as we would a petition to the great- 
est majesty on earth. The organs of speech, 
indeed, in several men, are of a very different 
frame and figure, so that all cannot speak no 
more than sing alike, but some more harshly, 
some more sweetly. Yet an awful sense of 
God upon our minds, and an hearty love to 
Him, would form every man's voice to as good 
an accent as his natural capacity will permit.'* 
" When you put on your surplice, for instance, 
think with yourselves that you are going to offer 
up the prayers of the people to God, in the 
name of Jesus Christ ; and then, with what 
solemnity, with what reverence, will you per- 
form that sacred office ? Especially when you 
have besought Him to be with you, and be- 
lieve that He is nigh to all them that call upon 
Him in truth. In like manner, when you go 
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up into the pulpit, consider with yourselves 
that you are going to speak in the name of 
Christ unto his people, beseeching Him to 
assist you, and to carry home the truths you 
shall deliver to their hearts and consciences." 

London^ March 29, 1841. 
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WOKK OF THE MINISTRY, 

THE CLERGY 
DIOCESE OF ELY. 



Dbar Bebturen, 

To shorten my own labour and your attend- 
ance at my approaching Tieitation, I send 
you this little Treatise beforehand, which may 
serve instead of the exhortation which is wont 
to be made on that occasion. Yon will read 
it, I hope, with aa serione consideration, as you 
wonld have beard it, had it been spoken, with 
dae attention. By which means you will receive 
a greater benefit than yon could have done 
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the other way : for you may read that often, 
and imprint it in yonr minds, which you could 
have heard but once, and might have slipped 
out of your memory. 

You see by the title of it, that it treats of 
the duties which belong to that function, in 
which it hath pleased the Most High to do 
you the honour to employ you; a function 
so truly noble, that it is not in my power to 
set forth the dignity of it. For the blessed 
Apostle, St. Paul, thought it so great an 
honour to be made a Christian, that he thought 
no words too lofty, to express the dignity of their 
state; which he calls, not only our high calling S 
but our heavenly calling in Christ Jesus' ; which 
I cannot think of, but it makes me reflect, what 
an honour then it is to be made a MINISTER 
of Jesus Christ, whose business it is to bring 
others into this glorious state of Christiasity, 
and to breed them up, and keep them in it. 

What preferment is there comparable to this, 
to be constituted a SERVANT and a MINIS- 

» Philip. iiL 14. » Heb. iii. 1. 
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TER of the King of Glory, a steward of the 
heavenly mysteries, an ambassador for Christ, 
a labourer in his vineyard or harvest ; which 
implies, indeed, great pains, but carries in it 
also the great honour of sowing the seed of 
eternal life in men's souls, and cultivating, 
that is, preparing and making them fit to be 
carried into Christ's heavenly kingdom ? I 
do not name all the places in the holy writ- 
ings, where you find yourselves described under 
these characters, because you cannot but be 
well acquainted with them. I shall only add, 
that we do not assume too much to ourselves, 
when we call ourselves the clergy, i. e, God's 
portion or inheritance, " being peculiarly sepa« 
rated to His service," as our famous Mr. 
Mede hath most judiciously observed. For the 
prime ministers of our Lord Christ are called 
by Himself, the ANGELS of the churches 
over which they presided '. And therefore St. 
Chrysostome, in his third book, Trepl leptaorvyrjg, 
feared not to say, '* That the priesthood is a 
dignity raised far above all the honours of 

3 Rev. i. 20. 
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this world, and approaching to the angelical 
glory." 

Which, if it be duly weighed, and laid to 
heart, we can never cease to give God thanks, 
who hath advanced us to such a noble station, 
nor be unmindful of the service He expecteth 
from us; but both study all the daties be- 
longing to it, and endeavour to perform them 
with a spirit suitable to our function. 

What those duties are, it is the principal 
business of this small Treatise to lay before 
you. And with what spirit they ought to be 
performed, I shall, in the conclusion of it, 
briefly admonish you. These two will com- 
prehend all that I have to recommend to your 
consideration. For there is no necessity, sure, 
to prove, that they whom God hath set apart 
to Himself, for a peculiar service, and there- 
fore have a special relation to Him, and have 
received a special favour from Him, have a 
singular obligation to do all they can to ex- 
press their gratitude to Him, by discharging 
faithfully that great trust which He hath com- 
mitted to them. 

6 6 
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PART I. 



Now as to the duties which are incumbent 
upon the ministers of Christ, I shall first treat 
of those which are to be performed in private ; 
and then of those which are of public concern- 
ment. 



SECTION I. 



Thb private duties being to qualify them 
for the right discharge of all public offices, 
are, principally, the study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and prayer. 

We profess at our ordination, that we are 
'' persuaded the Holy Scriptures contain suffi- 
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ciently all doctrine required of necessity for 
eternal salvation, &c.;" and we declare, that 
we are " determined, out of the said Scriptures, 
to instruct the people committed to our charge, 
&c. :" which supposes, that ahove all things we 
ought to apply ourselves to the serious study 
of these holy books, that there we may learn 
our own duty, and the duty of those whom we 
are to instruct in the Christian religion. And 
accordingly, a solemn exhortation is made to 
those who are to be admitted to the order 
of priesthood ; to consider how studious they 
ought to be in reading, and weighing, and 
learning the Scriptures ; that they may ** wax 
riper and stronger in their ministry." And 
more than this, we promise, before God and 
his Church, that we will be diligent herein; 
which no man can think of, if he have any 
conscience, and live in the neglect of this 
sacred study. For after we have given our 
faith to God, and to His Church, to be careful 
in this matter, we seal it by receiving the 
holy communion of Christ's body and blood : 
which one would think should be of mighty 
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force (and will be so if dnly weighed), to stir 
us up to this part of our duty ; that we may 
not be guilty of the breach of such solemn 
promises, as were made to God at His altar. 

And here it may be proper briefly to remem- 
ber you, that this is so conformable to the 
doctrine and practice of the ancient Church, 
that Theophylact (upon St. John x. 1, &c.) 
saith, the Scriptures are the door by which 
the true pastor enters ; and that he is a thief, 
who comes not in by these, ov yap ^pdrat ralg 
ypa^acc fiapTvertVf &c., for he doth not use the 
Scriptures as witnesses and vouchers for what 
he says. '* By these," saith he, " we are 
brought to God : these will not permit wolves 
to enter; they keep out heretics, placing us 
in safety and security. These give as right 
notions of all things wherein we desire to be 
informed." 

And^ therefore, my brethren, apply your- 
selves devoutly to the study of these divine 
books ; or rather, of these books, which will 
make you divine. For so they were called in 
the ancient Christian language, * Deificos 
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libros/ and 'Deificas Scripturas/ and ' Instru- 
menta Deifica' (as iElianus, proconsul of 
Africa, calls them, in Optatus, lib. i. ) Which 
name the very heathen had learnt, it was so 
common, as appears by the inquiries they 
made after Bibles to bum them: this being 
an usual question in the examination of the 
martyrs, ' Libros Deificos habetis ?' Which 
we should look upon therefore (as they did) 
as an invaluable treasure : and " let the word 
of Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom," as 
the Apostle St. Paul speaks *. Such wisdom, 
as will not indeed make us philosophers, or 
rhetoricians, &c. (to use the words of Justin 
Martyr), aWa iraiBevovera voiti tovq dvriTovg 
adavcLTovCi &c. ; but gives such instructions, 
that of mortals it makes us immortal; of men, 
it makes us god-like ; from the earth, it trans^ 
lates us above the top of Olympus '. 

And the very same in efiect the Holy Scrip- 
tures speak concerning themselves, when they 
tell us they are able to make such a man as 

' Coloss. iii 16. ' Exhort ii. ad Grsecos, p. 40. 
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Timothy was, " wise unto salvation ; being 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness ; that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works':" which should 
move us to follow his exhortation in the fore- 
going Epistle *. ** Give attendance to reading," 
&c. " Meditate on these things, give thyself 
wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear to 
all, or in all things" 

For this end you must join with this such 
other studies as tend to lead you into a right 
understanding of the Holy Scriptures. Of this 
you were admonished also at your ordination ; 
when you promised '* to be diligent in reading 
the Holy Scriptures, and in such studies as 
help to the knowledge of the same, laying 
aside the study of the world, and of the flesh." 
And chiefly you are to study to understand 
the language in which the Holy Scriptures 
were originally delivered to the Church, espe- 
cially the New Testament ; in which we ought 

y 2 Tim. iii. 16, 16, 17- « 1 Tim. iv. 13. 16. 
Q 
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to be as perfect as lawyers are in ' Littleton's 
Tenures.* For this is our standing rule of 
faith and manners ; in which, if we be not well 
skilled ourselves, we shall never be able to 
direct others. And next to this, it is neces- 
sary to study diligently some approved Com- 
mentator upon the Bible, especially Dr. Ham- 
mond on the New Testament; which is not 
only to be read over, but to be digested, so 
that you may be masters of the sense of our 
Saviour and His Holy Apostles. I shall not 
launch out into any further directions about 
the study of the Fathers, and the Church his- 
tory, which are necessary to accomplish a 
complete divine. For that would swell this 
book to a much greater bulk than I design it 
should have. 

To conclude this section, let Ezra, that 
restorer of religion among the Jews, be your 
pattern, who teUs us himself, that he was " a 
ready scribe in the law of Moses^,*' Such we 
should be, well versed in the Holy Scriptures, 

• Ezra vii. 6. 
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especially in the laws of Christ : so as to have 
them ready at hand for our purpose. And in 
the 10th verse, he tells us, how he came to 
deserve this character. First, he had prepared 
his heart to seek the law of the Lord, t. e, to 
understand it. And then, secondly, it follows, 
he prepared his heart to do it ; that is, to act 
according to his knowledge, and so to teach 
in Israel statutes and judgments. 



SECTION II. 



Which, that we may he ahle to do with good 
success, we ought, as the Psalmist speaks most 
emphatically, " give ourselves unto prayer ^" 
This is a duty incumhent upon all private 
Christians, whom our Saviour and His Apo- 
stles command, to " pray alway," and to " pray 
without ceasing," and to " watch unto prayer." 
But the ministers of Christ ought more espe- 

^ Psalm cix. 4. 
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cially, to be instant and incessant in it ; because 
they have need of a special assistance and 
blessing from above» upon their labours to 
make others good Christians. 

Which cannot be done without the blessed 
presence of God's Holy Spirit with us ; which 
must constantly and earnestly be implored, to 
give us a right judgment in all things, to fill 
us with a lively sense of divine matters, and to 
enable us to convey it into the minds and 
hearts of others. 

Of this also we are put in mind at our ordi- 
nation; and therefore should never forget it. 
For in that admirable exhortation, which goes 
before the questions to which we are to make 
answers, the great excellence, and the great 
difficulty of our office is represented to us ; to 
make us sensible what need we have to pray 
earnestly for God's Holy Spirit ; without which 
it is impossible for us to have either a will 
or ability to perform it as we ought. And, 
accordingly, this is one of the things, which 
immediately after we promise to God and to 
His Church. That we will "be diligent in 
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prayers, as well as in reading of the Holy 
Scriptures." 

Let us, therefore, as it follows in the fore- 
named exhortation, "pray continually to God 
the Father, by the mediation of our only Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, for the heavenly 
assistance of the Holy Ghost." For, as the 
Holy Scriptures are Qvpa, the door whereby 
the good Shepherd enters to the performance 
of his office, as Theophylact, I observed be- 
fore, expounds our Saviour's words ' ; so the 
Holy Spirit of God, in the opinion of the same 
Father, is the QvpiapoQ, mentioned in the third 
verse of that chapter, which we translate the 
Porter, or the Door-keeper, who opens the 
door for us ; and lets us into the sense of the 
Holy Scriptures. So His words are, " because 
by the Holy Spirit, the Scriptures being opened 
and understood, Christ is made known to us;" 
therefore it is called the door-keeper, kv ^ 
WQ wvevfian <roipiag, &c. ; by whom He, being 
the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge, the Scrip- 

^ John X. 1. 
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tures are opened unto us ; and by that means our 
Lord, the good Shepherd, enters to take us into 
His care and conduct. 

To be strangers, then, to this holy daty, is to 
be strangers to God, and to all that is good : 
who, as He is nigh to all those that call upon 
Him faithfully, so He withdraws Himself 
from those who neglect Him. Of which we 
cannot be guilty, if we remember in what need 
we stand, above all other men, of His blessed 
presence with us, to guide, and strengthen, 
and further us in the discharge of our weighty 
trust, for His honour and the salvation of men. 
This will stir us up not only to ask and seek, 
but knock also (as our Saviour speaks), that 
is, pray with the greatest importunity for the 
Holy Spirit, which our Heavenly Father is 
more ready to give, than parents are to give 
food to their hungry children. 

Let us be awakened by the example of king 

David, who prevented the morning light to 

pray to God, and to meditate in his statutes, 

as he tells us '. Though he was a man that 

' Psalm cxix. 147, 148. 
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had abundance of cares upon him, and was 
engaged in many wars (as Theodoret glosses 
upon that place), yet God still was in all his 
thoughts ; without whose aid he durst not 
undertake any thing, much less hope for suc- 
cess in his afiairs. And shall we, who have no 
such load of business upon us, roll ourselves 
up and down in ease, and (as that Father 
there speaks), oh^* ap')(pfiivri£ ^/lepac, &c. not 
so much as in the beginning of the day, offer 
up an hymn of praise and thanksgiving to the 
giver of all good things, and implore His 
blessing upon us ? A most stupid negligence, 
and an unpardonable insensibleness of our con- 
stant and most bountiful Benefactor, " without 
whom we can do nothing." 

His grace and mercy we ought to seek as 
soon as we rise, and as often as we can in the 
day ; retiring ourselves on purpose into our 
closets, to beseech Him to be with us in our 
studies, and in our labours for the good of 
souls. "For," asClemensAlexandrinus speaks^. 



* Lib. y'lu Strom. 
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" a priest ought to be of such an heavenly spirit, 
thatEvx^ fxev airr^ 6 (^iog oXoct icai ofjLikia x/ioc 
QeoVf his whole life is prayer, and conversation 
with God ;" which St. Basil (in his Homily 
upon the Martyr Julitta), thinks is the Apo- 
stle's meaning, when he bids us, "pray without 
ceasing." Not by putting up petitions to 
Heaven perpetually, in so many words (for 
that's impossible), dXXa irpoaipiaei fiaWov 
\pvxm> &c. but rather by the settled disposi- 
tion of our mind, and bent of our wills towards 
God (into which our prayers ought to put us 
and preserve us therein), and by a regular life; 
whereby we shall draw down still more of His 
grace upon us. 

For this I must observe, in the conclusion of 
this part of my discourse, that careless and 
frigid prayers, which make no alteration in 
ourselves, have no effect with God. To whom 
we must address ourselves with such fervent 
and earnest desires, as turn our hearts towards 
Him, and give us such a lively sense of Him, 
as brightens and cheers our minds, knits our 
wills and affections to Him, and makes us like 
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Him. Tlius Daniel represents this duty to us, 
when he complains of the Children of Israel, 
that they did not make their prayer to the 
Lord their God, to turn from their iniquity, 
and to understand the truth ^ : which, as it 
denotes their dull formality in their prayers, 
(which, no douht, they continually made in 
their captivity,) whereby they were not con- 
verted to God, and reformed in their lives; 
so it implies, withal, that serious and devout 
prayer hath a power in it to turn about the 
heart, and give God the possession of it; 
which is the best way to understand the truth. 

Employ, therefore, as much time as you can 
in secret Prayer to God ; with such affection, 
that you may feel yourselves really bettered by 
it. Pray for yourselves, and pray for your 
flock (that God Would bless your labours 
among them, and pour the dew of His hea- 
venly grace upon them) ; for the whole Church 
of Christ ; yea, for all mankind. For such is 
the nobleness of this dutv, that, in the exercise 

B Dan. ix. 13. 
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of it, we extend our charity to all the world, 
which we cannot do hy any other means. It 
enlarges onr souls into a kind of infinity and 
immensity in our good desires and wishes, and 
in the readiness of our mind to do good to 
every one, were it in our power. 



SECTION III. 

Thus having briefly laid before you the pri- 
vate duties incumbent on the Ministers of 
Christ, I proceed to those which are of a 
public concernment. And in treating of them, 
I shall take them into consideration in that 
order wherein they lie in the public Liturgy of 
our Church. 

Where the first thing that presents itself 
unto us is the Order for Mommg and Even- 
ing Prayer daily throughout the gear; which 
is to be performed by him that miniatreth in 
every Parish-Church or Chapel, being at home. 
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and not being otherwise reasonably hindered, — 
This is the standing law of this realm ; and a 
most reasonable law it is. For who can 
imagine that God, who so strictly enjoined the 
Jews to offer to Him a Lamb every morning 
and every evening at the Temple, and to 
double this sacrifice on their Sabbath, doth 
not expect that we (who are made a peculiar 
people to Him, by fiar greater benefits than 
were conferred on them) should offer unto Him 
the sacrifice of prayer, and praise, and thanks- 
giving, morning and evening, in our Churches ? 
All Christians from the beginning ever did it. 
At this day all the Eastern Churches, both 
Greek and Armenian, constantly do it. I need 
say nothing of the practice of the Roman 
Church, which in this matter is trolv Catholic. 
The Lutherans and Calvinists (as they are 
called) in Germany have their daily pubhc 
offices, and full congregations. The Socinians 
in Poland, as Ruarus tells us*, had public 
prayers morning and evening, which lasted 

• Cent. 2 Epist p. 99. 
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three-quarters of an hour. Yea, the Maho- 
metans themselves have their stated times of 
prayer : five times in the day. For Mahomet 
had so much sense as to call prayer. The pillar 
of reUgion. For, take this away, and religion 
falls to the ground'' : as this pillar of it will 
soon do, if it be not supported by public assem- 
blies. 

How they came to be so much disused 
among us here in this Church, except only on 
Sundays, it is sad to consider, and extremely 
to be lamented. We herein forsake the prac- 
tice of all Churches, and fall short of those 
who are not Christians. The constitutions, 
indeed, of our Church are conformable to all 
others, and strictly enjoin that which we do 
not now practise; which is a public witness 
against us, that we are degenerated from our 
first principles, and by degrees grown cold and 
remiss in our religion. The fault, perhaps, 
may have been very much in the people ; but 
it is to be feared we have been to blame also. 



' Dr. Pocock on Abul-Pharagii, p. 304. 
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in not admonishing them of their duty, and 
calling upon them to assemble themselves 
daily to worship their blessed Lord and Sa- 
viour. 

It must be allowed, that in some parishes 
the houses kre so scattered, and lie so far dis- 
tant from the Church, that they cannot pos- 
sibly meet together daily for the public service 
of God. But this plea cannot, with any 
appearance of truth, be made for all parishes, 
especially for market-towns, where the houses 
are built closer together, and not far from the 
place of public worship. Many are at leisure, 
also in such parishes, to attend daily, if they 
had hearts to do it, upon the public prayers, 
whatsoever may be alleged in the excuse of 
poor labouring people. 

Therefore, use your best endeavours to bring 
the people to a sense of their duty in this 
matter, and to the performance of it, where no 
tolerable reason can be given for the neglect of 
so necessary a part of our religion, and which 
tends so much to the honour of it, and to the 
glory of God. To attempt such a good thing, 
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though you should not succeed in it, will give 
you great satisfaction. But whosoever consi- 
ders the condition of the cities of London and 
Westminster, as they were formerly, and as 
they are now, will not despair of success : for, 
before our unnatural civil war, I have been 
informed by a reverend divine, there were few 
Churches in those cities where daily public 
prayers were read, and where they were, very 
few people to join with the minister in them ; 
but now there are very few Churches that want 
them, or a congregation to attend them. And 
though such assemblies were but thin, when 
this first begun, a little after the happy resto- 
ration of our Monarchy and Church, yet I 
myself can witness, that their numbers daily 
increased ; insomuch, that, in some places, 
there are public prayers four times a day, and 
good congregations, where, in my memory, 
there were none at all. 

This is a great encouragement to try what 
may be done in other great towns, where 
people are not far distant from the Church. 

Begin with persuasions to come, at least, 
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upon Litany days ; and 80> by degrees, they 
may be induced to wait upon- God constantly 
at His bouse, to make their prayers and 
acknowledgments to Him, Represent to them 
frequently how much the public service of God 
excels all that we can perform in private ; 
because then God appears more glorious in 
praises, when His people join together to set 
them forth. Bid them mark how David and 
other inspired persons have, in the book of 
Psalms, stirred up the affections of the whole 
body of God's people, to meet together for His 
divine service, saying, praise the Lord, all 
ye nations : praise Mm, all ye people *. mag- 
nify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name 
together '« Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the 
Lord a new song, and his praise in the con- 
gregation of saints ^ Or« as it is in the Hymn 
appointed every day, after the second Lesson 
at Morning Prayer, go your way into his 
gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise: be thankful unto him, and speak good 



* Psalm cxvii. 1. ' Ibid, xxxiv. 3. > Ibid, cxlix. 1. 
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of his name*. In short, instruct them, that 
every Hallelujah they meet withal in the Holy 
Scriptures, or. Praise ye the Lord, suppose 
public assemblies (to which all the foregoing 
eichortations are directed), where maiiy met 
together for divine worship ; not contenting 
themselves to praise God alone by themselves, 
but with all those who were members of the 
same body with them. 

But if by all your endeavours you cannot 
bring this to pass, yet there is one thing of 
which I must admonish you, that I am sure is 
in your power. It is this : That all Priests 
and Deacons are bound by the law of this 
realm and of this Church, to say daily morn- 
ing and evening prayer privately, when they 
cannot openly ; not being let by sickness, or 
some other urgent cause '. Do not fail, there- 
fore, I beseech you, to read the daily prayers, 
morning and evening, privately, in your own 

* Psalm c. 4. 

' See the first Kubrick in the Common Prayer- 
Book, after the Preface, Concerning the Service of the 
Church, 
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family; that the divine service, according to 
law, may be performed daily in every Parish, 
though not every Church. There cannot be 
constantly nor commonly urgent causes, much 
less sickness, I hope, to hinder this : and when 
there is not, look upon yourselves as bound in 
conscience to read the prayers at home. 

And when you do officiate publicly on the 
Lord's Days, or other times, in the Church, let 
it be in such a solemn manner, that it may 
move the people to attend, and make them in 
love with our prayers. There is a careless, 
overly way of reading them, so fast, and with 
such little devotion, as hath exceedingly dis- 
graced them, and given great offence to the 
better sort of people among us, and hardened 
the bad in profaneness and irreligion. I hope 
none of you are guilty of this ; but it becomes 
me to admonish you of the danger of it, and 
to beseech you constantly to compose your- 
selves with the greatest seriousness, and 
reverence, and affection, to perform Divine 
Service in the Church. This will keep up the 
majesty of our worship, and preserve it from 
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contempt. For I can see nothing that should 
move those that dissent from us to call it dead 
and formal, hut only the deadness and forma- 
lity that hath appeared too often in him that 
officiates. Stir up yourselves, therefore, to 
officiate in every part of the Divine Service 
with a becoming gravity and deliberation, and 
yet with such life and affection, as may express 
your concern to have your petitions granted, 
and the word of God regarded. 

Avicenna (as he is vulgarly called), an Ara- 
bian philosopher, hath an excellent discourse 
upon this subject, in the third part of his 
" Metaphysics :" where, having said that they 
who instruct the people ought to teach them 
forms of prayer, wherein to address themselves 
to God, he adds this direction to them : As 
a man uses to prepare himself to come to the 
king, in purity and cleanness, with graceful lan- 
guage, and an humble gravity ; with a comely 
deportment of body ; ceasing from all disorderly 
motions there, as well as from perturbation of 
mind: so it is fit there should be laudable modes 
and forms of serving God at all times. For 
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these do highly conduce to imprint on the minds 
of the people a sense of the Most High, and to 
confirm them in their devotion to the laws and 
rules of life, which, if they were not preserved by 
this solemn commemoration,men would ^ite forget 
in one or two generations. Thus I find him quoted 
by Mr. Selden^ in his " Comment, in Eutichii 
Origines," fol. 57 ; and he doth but express 
the sense of the ancient Christians, from 
whom the Mahometans derived that solemnity 
and seriousness which they use in their Divine 
Service. 

It is no small part of the study of priests in 
the present Roman Church, to learn how to 
compose their looks, and gestures, and voices, 
in the several offices which they are to per- 
form ; which, as it hath too much of the theatre 
in it, so that pains may all be spared, by pos- 
sessing our minds with a deep sense and feel- 
ing of the majesty of God to whom we speak, 
and of our great need of the things which we 
pray Him to bestow upon us. This will 
naturally compose our countenances, and regu- 
late the tone of our voice, and make us pro- 
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nounce the prayers as gracefully as we would a 
petition to the greatest majesty on earth. The 
organs of speech, indeed, in several men, are 
of a very different frame and figure, so that all 
cannot speak no more than sing alike, but 
some more harshly, some more sweetly ; yet, 
an awfiil sense of God upon our minds, and an 
hearty love to Him, would form every man's 
voice to as good an accent as his natural 
capacity will permit. 



SECTION IV. 

The next office in our Liturgy is. The Order 
for the Administration of the Holy Cornmunion ; 
which, being the highest duty of our religion, — 
that which is most peculiar. Christian worship, 
— ^the greatest care ought to be taken about 
the due performance of it. That is : 

1. First of all, you ought to invite your 
people to a frequent participation of it. We 
are not told in Scripture how oft we are to do 
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this in remembrance of our Savioiur ; but when 
we consider that this is the end and intention 
of it, to commemorate the wonderful love of our 
Lord, in His death and passion for our sakes, 
we cannot think fit to let there be a long time 
between one communion and another, espe- 
cially when we consider that the first Chris- 
tians, it is manifest, met together every Lord's 
Day, at least, to magnify the mercy of God, in 
giving His only-begotten Son to be our Re- 
deemer ; and the inconceivable love of the Son 
of God, in making Himself an offering for our 
sins. This they thought their great business, 
when they assembled together ; so that our 
assemblies never look so like Christian assem- 
blies, as when the Holy Communion is cele- 
brated. 

2. In order to which, frequently open to 
your people the nature, necessity, and the 
great benefits of communion with Christ, and 
one with another, in this Holy Sacrament of 
Christ's body and blood. Answer their scru- 
ples, and remove their objections ; but espe- 
cially awaken them out of that lazy indifierence 
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wherein too many live, whether they live like 
Christians or no. 

3. When the time is appointed for its admi- 
nistration, warn them to prepare themselves 
for it, and direct them how to do it ; and 
require them who intend to partake of it, to 
signify their names to you, at least, some time 
the day hefore. So the first Ruhrick hefore the 
Order for Administering the Holy Communion 
requires with great reason, hecause you ought 
to have time to do what follows. 

4. If any person in your parish he a noto- 
rious evil liver, or have done any wrong to his 
neighbours, either by word or deed, so that the 
congregation be thereby offended, you ought, 
having knowledge thereof, to admonish him 
(as the next Kubrick directs) to amend his 
naughty life, and not presume to come to the 
Lord's Table, till the congregation be satisfied 
of his repentance, and that he hath made such 
a recompense to those he hath wronged, as 
they accept of. The like is to be done when 
yon perceive malice and hatred to reign among 
any of your parish; endeavouring to bring 
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them to a reconciliation, before you suffer them 
to partake of the Holy Communion. 

5. And more than this, the Third Kubrick 
requires yon, if these private endeavours have 
no effect, openly to repel such persons from 
the Communion, if they offer themselves to 
receive it, who will not be reconciled nor 
reformed : ^ving notice of their obstinacy 
to the Ordinary, within the time there pre- 
scribed. 

6. In the administration of the Holy Com- 
munion, compose yourselves to the most 
serious and solemn deportment, and perform 
every part of this most Christian service with 
the highest degree of devotion. So St. Justin 
Martyr tells us, in his " Second Apology," 
(where he gives an account of what was done 
in the Christian assemblies in his time,) that 
bread, wine, and UHiter, being set before him 
that presided, he sendeth up prayers and 
thanksgivings, otni ZvvafiiQ ai/rJ, with all his 
power^ or wight. Which is an expression 
that hath been much abused by those who se- 
parate from us, to prove that no forms of 
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prayer were used in the Church in those days, 
but he who officiated conceived a prayer of hia 
own, 03 well as he was able. So they inter- 
pret that phrase, oari hvvafiic avrf, which is 
manifestly an expression of that earnestness of 
devotion with which the Bishop or Priest came 
to consecrate the Sacrament of Christ's Body 
and Blood ; it being a phrase very much used 
among the Jews, when they speak of their 
prayers : for their ancient doctors have this 
saying among them (as our excellent Mr. 
Thomdike observes) : Whosoever saith Amen, 
WITH ALL HIS MIGHT, the gate of the Garden 
of Eden is opened to him. And Maimonides, 
describing their morning service, useth the 
same form of speech : The people answer, Amen : 
be his great Name blessed for ever and ever, 
WITH ALL THBiR MIGHT ^. To which may 
be added, what we read in the Apostolical 
Constitutions, where there is a large Form of 
Thanksgiving at the Eucharist, for all God's 
blessings ; especially in our Lord Christ, from 



* See Service of God at ReUgious Astembliet, chap. viL 
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His Incarnation to His Sufferings, Death, and 
Resurrection. And then it follows: There- 
fore, being mindful of these things, which He 
suffered for us, we give. Thee thanks, Almighty 
God, ov')^ otTOv SifielXofJiev aW oaov hvvafxi^a, 
not so much as we ought, hut as much as we are 
able : which exactly answers to the o<rq hvvafxiq, 
all the might, in Justin Martyr, and explains 
the meaning of it. 

But there have heen so many excdlent 
books written about the Holy Communion, 
that I will enlarge no further upon this sub- 
ject* 



SECTION V. 

In that office there is a Kubrick, directing 
where the Sermon is to come in ; and there- 
fore I shall, in the next place, say something 
to you concerning preaching : which is a duty 
to be performed by every priest, according to 
the authority given to him at his ordination, 
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in those words : Take thou authority to preach 
the Word of God, and to minister the Holy 
Sacraments, in the congregation where thou shaH 
be lawffuUy appointed thereunto. And the prayer 
made after the Ordaining of Priests: That 
God's Word, spoken by their mouths, may have 
such success, that it may never be spoken in 
vain. 

Now, to make it thus successfol, a great 
many directions might be usefully given, con- 
cerning both the matter of sermons and their 
form ; their style also, and manner of delivery, 
with distinct pronunciation, and such like ; 
into which, if I should launch out, they alone 
would be sufficient to fill a little book. I 
shall, therefore, only briefly desire you to con- 
sider the state and condition of your auditory, 
and to suit your discourses thereunto. Coun- 
try people are not to be troubled with contro- 
versies and Disputes, but to be plainly taught 
what to believe and practise. 

1. Therefore, endeavour to instruct and 
settle their minds in the principles of religion ; 
and for this end study well the works of two 
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late Bishops of Chester: one of which (Dr. 
Wilkins) hath written a Treatise of Natural 
Religion ; and the other (Dr. Pearson) hath 
given a full account of the Christian, in his 

I admirahle book upon the Apostles' Creed. 
2. Especially instruct them in the great 

I fundamental Article of our Religion, the Dtvi- 
nity of our blessed Lord and Saviour, and of 
the Holy Ghost; showing them how all our 
comfort is built upon this. And truly I look 
upon it as a singular providence of God, that 
He did not suffer those heretics who now 
boldly strike at this great Article of our Faith, 
to start up in an ignorant age, but in a time 
when there are so many able men in the 
Church to beat them down. God hath fur- 
nished us with a great number of such excel- 
lent persons, as have thoroughly studied the 
Holy Scriptures, and the Ancient Doctors of 
the Church : and they who have not had 
opportunity to make such improvement in 
divine knowledge, may furnish themselves out 
of their writings, which these heretics have 
occasioned ; particularly out of the Bishop of 
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Worcester's Discourse about the blessed 
Trinity, which is not long, but very full and 
satisfactory. 

3. Yet I must admonish you, when you find 
it necessary to discourse to your people upon 
this subject, that you be mindful of His Ma- 
jesty's late injunctions, and not presume to 
invent any new ways of explaining so sublime 
a mystery as the Holy Trinity, or use any 
other terms to express it, but such as the 
ancient Christians used, and are in the Articles 
of our Religion, the Three Creeds, and our 
Liturgy; which teach us, that our blessed 
Saviour is the Son of God, in the highest and 
most proper sense of these words, by eternal 
generation. In like manner, we are to be- 
lieve, that the Holy Ghost is God, proceeding 
from the Father and the Son. This may be 
evidently proved out of the Scriptures, wherein 
God hath thus far revealed His own most 
blessed nature, as well as His mind and will 
unto us. But how the Son is begotten of the 
Father, and how the Holy Ghost proceeds 
from both, He hath not revealed unto us (be- 
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cause it is as incomprehensible as the Divine 
Essence is), and therefore we must not adven- 
ture to say anything ahout it. For though 
yre know that the Son is Chd, and the Holy 
Ghost is God, and yet there are not Three 
Gods, but One God in Three Persons, (be- 
cause the Holy Scriptures plainly declare the 
Son to be a distinct Person from the Father, 
and the Holy Ghost from both,) yet what it 
is that makes the distinction of the Person of 
the Son from the Person of the Father, &c., 
that is not declared to us by God, who only 
knows it, and therefore is not to be inquired 
into. Accordingly, the holy fathers of the 
Church frequently admonish us to forbear such 
inquiries, in that memorable sa3diig of theirs, 
TO ttQq <l>evye ZrjTtlv, search not into the man- 
ner how such things can be, but shun such 
inquiries ; for the manner of the Son's genera- 
tion and the Holy Ghost's procession can be 
comprehended by none but themselves. 

But such things being let alone, as out of 
our reach, let it be your business to establish 
the people in this great truth, that Jesus Christ 
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is really the eternal Son of God, begotten of 
Him before all worlds ; by representing this to 
them as the great support of their souls, which 
may safely rely upon one so mighty to save : 
for he who is persuaded that our Saviour is 
perfect God, as well as perfect man, can no 
more doubt of His power to communicate all 
divine grace to us, than he can doubt of the 
virtue of His Sacrifice to make satisfaction for 
our sins, and work our reconciliation with 
God; whereby whatsoever might hinder His 
divine communications to us is taken out of 
the way. We are sure, if this be true, that 
He is an everlasting spring of divine grace to 
the whole world, would they but believe on 
Him: whereas it is inconceivable how any 
mere creatures should be so highly exalted as 
to be possessed of omnipotence and omnisci- 
ence ; that is, to be able to know all our needs, 
as well as to supply them : which it is easy for 
our blessed Saviour to do, if He be the eternal 
Son of God, who hath taken our nature into a 
personal union with Himself. 

4. Which great truth being firmly estab- 

Q- O 



THB MINISTRY. 39 

lisbed in their belief, endeavoar, I beseech you, 
to improve it all you are able, to the amend- 
ment of their lives. Snch an amazing love of 
God ought to have a mighty effect upon us all, 
and will make a great change in us, if it be 
heartily believed, and pressed home by serious 
consideration. Let that, therefore, be the 
g^at business of your preaching, to reduce 
this and all other Christian truths to Christian 
practice. Make them sensible what manner of 
persons they ought to be tit all holy conver- 
sation and godliness, (as St. Peter speaks,) 
being so nearly related to the Son of God. 
Whatsoever sin you know them to be addicted 
unto, lay the heinousness of it before them; 
especially after God hath loved us so much, as 
to give his only-begotten Son to redeem us 
from all iniqmty, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works. What- 
soever duty you know them to neglect, or to 
be remiss in the performance of it, represent to 
them how dangerous it is to disobey our bles- 
sed Saviour, who hath made this the test of 
our love to Him, that we keep his command- 

o 



o= 



=o 



40 



THE WORK OF 



ments. Remember them frequently, of what 
He said to His disciples, in His last discourse 
He had with them ; Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you ^. 

5. Endeavour to convince their judgment 
about these things by clear reasons, and then 
to awaken their affections by your zeal and 
fervour ; and that will be excited in you, by 
an inward sense and feeling in your own 
hearts, of that which you deliver to your 
people. It is an admirable observation of 
Erasmus (in his book 'De ratione Concio- 
nandi ') upon those words of our Saviour con- 
cerning John the Baptist: He was a burn- 
ing and a shining light ^. Ardere prius est, 
lucere posterius. To bum (with zeal, that is, 
for God, and fervent affection to the people) is 
the first thing ; and then we shall shine, by 
Christian instructions ; which will be faint and 
feeble* if they do not proceed from, an ardent 
spirit. 

6. And there is very much in another thing. 



^ John XV. 14. 
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of which the same great man put me in mind, 
in another part of his Works "^f where he tells 
Jodocus Jonas, Non parum ponderis addet ora- 
tioni tiuB, si qtue doces, potissimum ex arcanis 
voluminibus haurias, si vita doctrifue respondent ; 
si docendi afficium, nulla glorue, nulla qtuBstus 
suspicione vitietur, " It will add no small 
weight to thy sermons, if thou draw those 
things that thou teachest chiefly out of the 
holy Scriptures ; if thy life be correspondent 
to thy doctrine, and the office of instructing 
be tainted with no suspicion of vain-glory or 
worldly advantage." The proof of what you 
say out of the holy Scriptures, rightly ex- 
pounded and fitly applied, will certainly make 
it very powerful. For what is there that hath so 
much force in it as the authority of God ? All 
believers have a great reverence to his word, 
which the ancient Christians thought the high- 
I est learning, insomuch that the Abyssines, 
I who retain much of the ancient simplicity, are 
I never so pleased as to hear the word of God 

I 7 Epist 431. 
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alleged ; and the more Scripture any man hath 
in his sermons, the more learned they esteem 
him. So Ludolphus informs us, in his late 
Historia Ethiopica^. 

7. And there is nothing in the holy Scrip- 
ture that you ought to explain with greater 
care, or inculcate more frequently, than the 
covenant of grace, which God hath made ¥rith 
us in Christ ; the terms and conditions of which 
you should endeavour to make your people 
thoroughly to understand, both on Grod's part 
and on their own, together with tke Mediator of 
this covenant, and the means whereby he pur* 
chased such gracious conditions of salvation 
for us. 

But, above all things, we must take the 
greatest care that our life do not contradict our 
doctrine ; for it is not sufficient that our conver- 
sation in this world be innocent and unblame- 
able, but we must endeavour to make it exem- 
plary and useful ; it must be so ordered as to 
convince the people that we firmly believe the 



B Lib. iii. cap. v. note 16. 



o= 



:6 



o 

THE MINIBTRT. 43 

excellence of those virtues which we commend 
to them, and that our chief aim and design is 
to save their souls. This will procure us love 
and esteem, and make the people look upon us 
with reverence, as men of God. Our office, 
which is indeed very honourahle, is not suffi- 
cient to secure us from contempt, if we act not 
according to it. Nay, men are prone to pry 
into our Uves, to see if they can find a justifi- 
cation of their own evil practices hy ours; 
which is the argument that Isidorus Feleusiota ' 
uses to a hishop, to he very cautious, ort airo 
HVpitap 6<l^^aXiJLwv koI yXiOfftr&v ekuvov paaavl' 
Zerai (Hog, became his life is scanned, and strictly 
examined, hy a thousand eyes and tongues, 

I shall say nothing particularly of our care 
to avoid any tang of vain-glory, and desire 
of applause in our preaching, hut conclude 
this matter with this plain admonition : That 
in an age so degenerate as that we now live 
in, we ought to give all diligence to shine as 
lights in the world, as well as to he harmless and 



» Lib. iv. Epist. 219. 
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blameless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, holding 
forth the Word of life * ; by our exemplary con- 
versation, that is, as well as by preaching. 
This St. Paul there makes the duty of all 
Christians : but above all it concerns the min- 
isters of Christ, whom He himself calls ', in 
a peculiar manner, the salt of the earth, and 
the light of the world. And there never was 
greater need than now, that we should study 
to season men, not only with wholesome doc- 
trine, but an holy example, that we may pre- 
serve them from the corruption which is in the 
world through lust. There is a most dangerous 
putrefaction of manners (as I may call it) 
which hath so universally spread among us, 
that I look upon the nation as lost, if we should 
lose our savour. Nothing can then preserve 
it from utter ruin and destruction. And there- 
fore let us distinguish ourselves from others, 
by our diligence in our calling, by our exem- 
plary piety and holiness, that, if it be possible, 
we may save our nation from perishing. 
» Phil. ii. 15, 16. » Matt. v. 13, 14. 
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SECTION VI. 

Thb next office wherein you are concerned, 
is the Ministration of Baptism of Infants: con- 
cerning which I shall only briefly admonish 
you of these things following. 

1. First, that it is your duty to instruct 
your people frequently in the nature of this 
sacrament ; that they may not imagine it an 
indifferent thing, whether their children be 
baptized or no ; nor bring them carelessly to 
the font, as an old ceremony that hath been 
long used in the Church : but that they may 
look upon it, as indeed it is, a solemn dedica- 
tion of their children to Christ, and their en- 
trance into the covenant of grace, which they 
stand bound sacredly to keep. And, conse- 
quently, call upon them often to consider their 
children, after this, as Christ's children; by 
whom they are regenerate and born again; 
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and therefore ought to be carefully brought up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ^ 

2. More particularly put them in mind, that 
in Baptism a solemn profession is made of be- 
lief in the Blessed Trinity : that is, of God, in 
Three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
unto whose service we are there devoted. For 
it is no frivolous observation of Theophylact, 
upon those words of our Saviour', Go, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; that ovk direv etc rd oy($/Liara, dX\* cic 
TO ovofia : He does not say, Baptize them into 
the Names, but into the Name, of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. For though they be 
Three, yet their Name, viz. j^ ^Eorijc : Their 
Godhead, is but One, as he there explains it : 
One God in Three Persons, of whose love 
and favour we are assured in Baptism ; and 
should value it above all the riches in the 
world. 

3. And therefore admonish them what care 
they ought to take to give up their children, 

1 Ephes. vi. 4 • Matt xxviii. 19. 
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as soon as they can, to this Blessed Trinity .- 
that they may be under their care, and partake 
of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of 
the love of God, and the communion, or comma- 
mcsiiion, of the Holy Ghost, as St. Paul speaks'. 
And the first Kubrick before the Office for 
Private Baptism, directs them to admonish the 
people often, that they defer not the Baptism 
of their children longer than the first or second 
Sunday next after their Mrth, or other holy 
day falling between, unless upon a great and 
reasonable cause, to be approved by you. 

4. Next of all, you are bound by the follow- 
ing Kubrick, to warn them, that without great 
cause and necessity, they procure not their 
children to be baptized at home in their houses. 
The reason of which is given in the first Kubrick 
before the Office of Public Baptism, which sets 
forth the convenience of administering Bap- 
tism only upon Sundays, or other holy days, 
when the most number of people come toge- 
ther. First, For that the congregation there 
present may testify the receiving of such as be 

» 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 
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newly baptized into the number of Christ's 
Church ; and, secondly, that every man present 
may be put in remembrance of his own pro- 
fession made to (xod in his Baptism. Which 
are such wise and holy reasons, that every man 
of conscience, who is considerate, will yield 
unto them. 

5. Advise parents also about the choice of 
godfathers and godmothers, and of the useful- 
ness of them. First, about their choice, that they 
be such persons as have a sense of religion, and 
understand it ; and will take some care, it may 
be hoped, of their children, if they themselves 
should die before they be grown up. It is 
supposed that, as long as parents live, they 
will put their children in mind of their vow in 
Baptism ; which is the reason that no new ob- 
ligation, besides that they have already, is laid 
upon them, by making them sureties for their 
children. But without this solemn undertaking 
for them, other men would not be so ready to 
assist them, and look after their education, as 
it is to be hoped this will make them. Which 
shows the other thing ; the usefulness of this 
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institution, which in the beginning of our reli- 
gion was, in a manner, absolutely necessary. 
For when parents were sometimes snatched on 
a sudden from their children, by bloody perse- 
cutors, they might have been brought up in 
Paganism, if these spiritual parents had not 
been engaged to look after them, and instil 
Christian principles into them. 

6. You give a charge, after Baptism, to the 
godfathers and godmothers, that they take 
care the child be brought to the Bishop to be 
confLrmed by him, so soon as he is fit for it ; 
and therefore you would do well to remember 
them, as you have opportunity, of this part of 
their duty ; and in order to it, to see they be 
instructed in the Church Catechism, set forth 
for that purpose. 



SECTION VII. 



Which is the next part of your care, dili- 
gently, upon Sundays and holy days, to instruct 
and examine openly in the church, so many of 



0= 



=© 



o 



50 



THE WORK OF 



the children of your parish sent unto you, as 
you shall think convenient, in some part of the 
Catechism. They are the very words of the 
first Ruhrick, in the end of that Office, where, 
in the next Rubrick, fathers, mothers, masters, 
and dames, are ordered to cause their children, 
servants, and apprentices (who have not learnt 
their Catechism) to come to the church at the 
time appointed, and obediently to hear and to 
be ordered by you, till they have learned all 
that is appointed in the Catechism for them to 
learn. It is to be hoped they will do this, if 
you call upon them, and beseech them to take 
care of it; letting them know that you are 
ready and desirous to perform your duty, if 
they will do theirs. 

And mark, I beseech you, what is required 
of you, not only to examine the children in the 
Catechism, (that is, to ask them the questions, 
and receive their answers,) but to instruct them 
therein ; that is, teach them the meaning, and 
make them understand the weight of every 
word. If you would spend a quarter of an 
hour in this exercise, all the summer long. 
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when the days are long, at Evening Prayer, 
after the Second Lesson (as the Kubrick ap- 
.points), it would be of wonderful use both to 
yourselves and to your people. I say to your- 
selves, as well as the parish, because it would 
put you upon considering, collecting, and di- 
gesting, such proper places of Scripture as re- 
late to every article of the Creed, and to the 
Commandments, and to all other parts of the 
Catechism. And upon studying also and fra- 
ming the plainest and clearest explications, and 
illustrations of every point, couched in so few 
words, that they might easily be carried away 
and remembered. Which being once well done, 
it would serve you all your life : the same thing 
being to be repeated over and over again every 
year. For I suppose you may be able once a 
year to go through the whole Catechism : 
which would certainly edify your people very 
much, and. make them more capable to under- 
stand your Sermons, by having a clear notion 
of many terms, which you have constant occa- 
sion to use in them. It would bring people 
also to Church in the afternoon ; for they 
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would soon perceive this short instraction to 
be as useful as any sermon ; and, consequently, 
they would observe the Lord's day better. 
For I cannot but think, that many would by 
this means have your explication of the Cate- 
chism by heart, and be able to instruct their 
children again at home. 

I shall quicken you to this, by what I find 
was done about it in the reign of King James 
I., who sent strict orders to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, both concerning preaching and 
catechizing, especially the latter; which he 
would have by all means continued in the after' 
noon, according to the former custom in England, 
(so his words are,) which it seems then began 
to be disused. And of this the Lord Keeper 
Williams saith the King was so desirous, that 
he declared, If his Bishops would not take 
care that it should be done, he would recommend 
it to the care of the civil magistrate. And in a 
Letter to the Bishop of London, he tells him 
the reason of all this: He saw many going 
away to Popery, or Anabaptism, or other points 
of reparation, and considering with much admi- 



Q 



o 



o 



o 



THE MINISTRY. 



53 



ration, what should he the cause of it (especially 
since he opposed both so much himself), he could 
think of none in greater probability, than the 
lightness, affectedness, and unprofitableness, of 
that kind of preaching which had of late years 
been much taken up in court, university, and 
country. The usual scope of very many preach^ 
ers being noted to be soaring up in points of divi- 
nity, too deep for the capacity of the people; or 
the mustering up a great deal of reading ; or the 
displaying of their own wit; or an ignorant 
meddling with civil matters ; or the venting their 
own distaste, 8fC. 80 the people being bred up 
with this kind of teaching, and never instructed 
in the Catbchbtical and fundamental points of 
religion, were easily led aside from their religion, 
either by Papists, or Anabaptists, or other secta- 
ries. This I find in the Cabala of Letters, p. 
112« which is necessary to be considered now : 
because, since that time, the explication of the 
Catechism in the afternoons hath been much 
neglected ; unto which we have reason to im- 
pute the instability of many souls in their re- 
ligion. 
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SECTION VIII. 

When the children of your parish are tho- 
roughly instructed in the Church Catechism, 
and are come to a competent age (as the words 
of the third Kubrick are, in the end of that 
Office), you are to take care that they be brought 
to the Bishop to be confirmed by him. 

Now such little children as are commonly 
presented to the Bishop, cannot be thought to 
be of a competent age ; which is explained, both 
in the title of the Order of Confirmation, and 
the Preface to it, to signify such as are come to 
years of discretion. That is, to understand 
what they do ; and consent to renew the so- 
lemn promise and vow, that was made in their 
name at their baptism, ratif3nng and confirm- 
ing the same in their own persons, and ac- 
knowledging themselves bound to believe and 
do what their godfathers and godmothers un- 
dertook for them. 
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As yoa are bound, therefore, (by the last 
Kubrick, at the end of the Catechism,) when 
the Bishop gives notice of his intention to con- 
firm, either to bring or send in writing, with 
your hands subscribed thereunto, the names of 
all such persons within your parish, as you shall 
think fit to be presented to him to be confirmed: 
so I beseech you take care you set down the 
names of none, but such as have a sense that 
they take upon themselves an obligation to keep 
their vow in Baptism ; and are resolved to do 
their duty towards God, and towards their neigh- 
bour, as they have been taught in their Cate- 
chism. 

In short, I think none ripe to be confirmed, 
but such as are fit and disposed, immediately 
after it, to receive the Holy Communion of 
Christ's body and blood. Our Church seems 
to signify so much, when in the end of this 
Office it ordains. That none be admitted to 
the Holy Communion, until such time as he be 
confirmed, or be ready and desirous to be con- 
firmed. One of these is plainly here made a 
preparation for the other : and as none should 
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be admitted to the Communion till they be 
confirmed, so, being confirmed, (or ready for it, 
and desirous of it,) I take it none are to be re- 
fused the Communion. 

It is of the greatest concernment, therefore, 
that young people be discreet and serious before 
they be brought to be confirmed. Of the ne- 
cessity of which King James before-mentioned, 
was as sensible, as he was of the necessity of 
catechetical instruction. For his son (who was 
afterwards King Charles the Martyr) was not 
confirmed till the thirteenth year of his age. 
Then he was confirmed on Easter Monday, 
1613, in Whitehall Chapel, after a long and 
strict examination by the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, and the Bishop of Bath and Wells, as 
Dr. George Hackwell, who was an ear- witness 
of the satisfaction he gave, tells us in a little 
Tractate he wrote upon that occasion, concern- 
ing Confirmation. 

I conclude this section with these remark- 
able words of a famous divine of our Church ^, 

> Dr. Jackson on the Creed, book x. chap. 50. 
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in his book upon the Creed (which I have 
mentioned, with a great deal more npon this 
subject, in a little book about Baptism, near 
forty years ago) : Whether the solemn baptizing 
of all infants, which are the children of presumed 
Christian parents, throughout this kingdom, with- 
out solemn astipulation, that they shall, at years 
of discretion, personally ratify their vow in Bap' 
tism in publick, in such manner as the Church 
requires, be not rather more lawful or tolerable, 
than expedient, I leave with aU submission to 
the consideration of higher powers. In like 
manner may I be bold to put this question. 
Whether it be to any purpose to admit those to 
this solemn act of ratifying and confirming 
their vow in Baptism, who are not arrived at 
such years of discretion, as understandingly to 
consent thereunto, and to remember it all the 
days of their life ? For I fear many have been 
confirmed, who have no more memory of what 
they then did, than they have of what was 
done to them in Baptism. 
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SECTION IX. 

Thb next Office wherein you are concerned 
is the Solemnization of Matrimony, which, though 
it be not a sacrament, yet is such an holy state, 
that as there is the greatest reason it should be 
solemnized with public rites and forms by the 
ministers of Christ, so they ought to take care 
to perform it in a very solemn manner. 

It may be demonstrated, that no marriage 
anciently was ever made among Christians, 
which the Church did not allow ; and the bene- 
diction of marriage by the priest was a sign of 
that allowance. Nay, among the Jews it is 
manifest, from the story of Boaz and Ruth ^, 
that marriage was celebrated before the elders. 
And Epiphanius was of opinion, that our Lord 
was invited to the marriage of Cana in Galilee, 
that as a prophet He might bless the marriage. 

> Ruth iv. 11. 
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And therefore it ought to be celebrated in 
the Church in as public a manner as may be, 
and with such gravity and seriousness as be- 
comes the place and the priestly function, and 
the state itself, which is holy and honourable. 
In order to this, the people are to be instructed 
often with what advice, deliberation, and reve- 
rence such a weighty matter is to be under- 
taken. Of which they are excellently admo- 
nished in our Liturgy, at the time of marriage, 
and should be admonished beforehand, that 
they may not lightly or wantonly enterprise it, 
but discreetly, soberly, and in the fear of 
God. 

For the better security of this, keep strictly 
to the sixty-second Canon, which requires you 
to marry none, except the banns of matrimony 
have been first published, in time of Divine 
Service, three several Sundays or holy days ; 
or a licence have been obtained to do it with- 
out, according to the Canons c. ci. cii. cm. ; 
which most reasonably constitute, that none be 
married either with licence, or after banns pub- 
lished, under the age of one and twenty years 
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complete, without the consent of their parents, 
or of their guardians and governors, if their 
parents be deceased. 

Remember also that marriage is to be cele- 
brated publicly, in the parish church or chapel 
where one of the parties dwelleth, and in no 
other place, and that between the hours of eight 
and twelve in the forenoon. For which reason 
care is taken by the second Kubrick in the 
Office of Matrimony, that if the persons that 
are to be married dwell in divers parishes, the 
banns must be asked in both parishes ; and the 
curate of the one parish shall not solemnize 
matrimony betwixt them, without a certificate 
of the banns being thrice asked, from the cu- 
rate of the other parish. 

These laws are the more sacredly to be ob- 
served, because they are for the preservation of 
human society ; which made Plato say, in the 
beginning of his book De Legibus, that the 
TafjLiKol yofioi, the Laws for the regulating 
Marriage, should be the very first which a 
lawgiver should establish ; because the propa- 
gation of mankind is the support of cities and 
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kingdoms ; of which, if due care be not taken, 
all other laws are in vain. 

This very consideration, that Marriage is 
SenUnarium generis humani, as Tertullian calls 
it *, was sufficient to make our Church so very 
cautious in its Constitutions about this impor- 
tant afikir, that those many mischiefs might be 
prevented, which have ensued from the neglect 
of them in many places : which have been no 
less than incestuous mixtures ; together with the 
ruin of several families, great grief of parents, 
by the disobedience of their children, which 
hath quite alienated their affections one from 
another ; not to mention the contempt and re- 
proach it hath brought upon those of the clergy 
or others, that have had a hand in these irre- 
gular actions. 

I question not but all imaginable care will 
be taken in my diocese, that no licence be 
granted but according to the Canon ; and none 
of my clergy, I persuade myself, can be so 
mean as to let a little money prevail with them 

' Ad Uxorem, lib. i. cap. 2. 
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to dishonour their holy calling, by violating 
those wise and pious Constitutions of our 
Church, which they have sworn, as I take it, 
to observe, in their oath of canonical obedience. 



SECTION X. 



The next Office which follows in our Liturgy 
is that of Visitation of the Sick, which ought 
to be attended very seriously, as much, if not 
more, than any else. For men are never so 
sensible of the everlasting concerns of their 
souls, as they are when they lie on a sick bed. 
If they had no thought of God before, no re- 
flections on their ways, they can scarce avoid 
them in that condition. Fliny tells us, he learnt 
this by the sickness of a friend of his, Optimos 
nos esse, dum infirmi sumus, that we are then 
the best men when we are sick. Read a most 
pithy Epistle of his, which is wholly upon this 
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subject \ where, among other things, he tells 
Maximus (to whom it is directed) : — " Then a 
man remembers that there are gods (that, you 
know, is the Pagan language), and that he him- 
self is but a man. Then he envies no man ; 
admires no man ; despises no man ; riches sig- 
nify nothing to him, nor honours ; lust is ex- 
tinguished, &c. : all that he desires is, that he 
may recover his health, purposing then to lead 
an innocent and happy life. So that whatso- 
ever philosophers endeavour to teach in many 
words and many volumes, that I may teach 
thee and myself in this short precept : Ut tales 
esse sani perseveremur, quales nos futuros prqfi' 
temur infirmi ; that we continue such when we 
are well, as we promise to be when we are 
sick.'' So he concludes that Epistle. 

By which you cannot but see what an oppor- 
tunity the sickness of any of your parishioners 
affords you, to help forward the salvation of 
their souls, by your prayers, instructions, and 
exhortations, when they are most disposed to 
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receive them, and to be tenderly affected with 
them. Do not stay, therefore, till notice be 
sent you by those abont them, of any one's 
sickness (for they are too apt to defer it, till 
there be no hope of life left) ; but when yon 
hear of it, repair to such persons, and apply 
yourselves to them in such discourses as are 
proper to their condition. 

£xamine them, as the Office directs, about 
their belief in God, and in Jesus Christ, and 
all the rest of the Articles of the Christian 
faith. If they have led a bad life, contrary to 
their belief, represent to them how highly it 
concerns them to repent, and resolve to become 
new men. Bid them consider how much they 
have neglected God, and his divine service 
(which is a common sin) ; and also what wrong 
they have done to any of their neighbours, that 
they may make them what satisfiaction they are 
able. If they have lived in most things regu- 
larly, but been negligent in some duties, com- 
fort and support them with this persuasion, 
that God hath sent this sickness to perfect 
what was wanting in them. As for such as 
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have led truly pious lives, void of ofience to- 
wards God and towards man, they are to be 
strengthened with all the consolations that are 
in Christ, and raised in their hope of remission 
of sin and eternal life, which will banish all 
fear of death. By this means not only the 
sick person may receive great benefit, but all 
the by-standers also, who hear your dis- 
course ; which may raise such a sense of 
things in you, as will much improve your- 
selves. 

And here I shall admonish you only of one 
thing more, leaving you to the directions in 
the Office for the rest : That absolution of pe- 
nitents is a thing of great moment, which may 
alone be sufficient to convince you both of the 
dignity and the difficulty of your holy function. 
For what a high honour is it to be made a 
judge of the state of men's immortal souls, 
and to pronounce a sentence upon them, ac- 
cording as you find them upon examination ? 
But how industriously then ought you to labour 
to understand the Gospel of Christ, whereby 
you are to judge; that you may not pass a 
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wrong sentence, through ignorance of the 
conditions of salvation by Christ ? whose pro- 
mises are made plainly to an holy life, which if 
it hath not been minded till a man come to 
die, let him not despair of God's mercy ; but 
take heed how you absolve him in His name : 
for we can make no certain judgment of men, 
by what they resolve in their sickness, when 
they have no temptation to run on in their 
former wicked course of life ; but must stay 
to see how they will keep their resolutions, 
which they too often break when they are well. 
If they do not live to give a proof of their 
sincerity, God, notwithstanding, who knows 
the secrets of all hearts, if He see them to be 
sincere, and that they would be sted^t should 
they have recovered their health, will undoubt- 
edly absolve them, though they depart the 
world without our absolution. In short, this 
may well (as the Pythagoreans were wont to 
admonish their scholars) make you reverence 
yourselves, so as to live up to this dignity and 
high authority He hath committed to you : and 
this very power, if you use it well, will pro- 
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cure you reverence from others, who under- 

stand any thbg of reUgion. 

At the end of this Office is annexed the 

Order of Administering the Communion of the 
Sick, which Mr. Cal^ himself thinks (though 
it was not the usage of Geneva) should not be 
denied to them, if they desired it, and under- 
stood what they did, and were disposed, with 
solemn resolutions, to renew their covenant 
with Christ. But timely notice ought to be 
given of this desire, with a signification how 
many there are to communicate with the sick 
person, which must be three, or two at the 
least, unless it be in the time of a plague, or 

II other contagious disease, when the minister 
may communicate with him alone. 



SECTION XI. 

Concerning the next thing in our Liturgy, 
which is the Order for the Burial of the Dead, 
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there needs not much to be said. Bat that 
commonly men and women are apt to be very 
serious when they see their friends and neigh- 
bours laid in their graves ; and therefore, what 
you are then ordered to say, either when you 
meet the corpse, or in the church, or at the 
grave, should be pronounced with great gra- 
vity, earnestness, and affection, that the hearts 
of those who are present may be moved with 
it. If you are desired to come to the house 
of the deceased, and thence to accompany the 
corpse to the grave, you may have an oppor- 
tunity to put those in mind who sit near to 
you, of preparation for death ; which should 
never be out of our thoughts, but then espe< 
ciaUy be sensibly reflected on, when we have a 
spectacle of mortality before our eyes; who 
was as strong and healthy, perhaps, as any 
there present, and yet on a sudden snatched 
away. Such things, piously represented, are 
apt, for the present at least, to touch men's 
hearts, and make deep impressions there. 
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SECTION XII. 

Of the Churching of Women, after Child- 
birth, I shall say only this : that the first Ku- 
brick directs that the lyoman, at the usaal 
time after delivery, shall come into the church 
decently apparelled, and there kneel down in 
some convenient place, as hath been accastomed. 
Now the accustomed place, (it appears by our 
Old Common Prayer- Book, before the Resto- 
ration,) was nigh to the Communion Table, To 
put her in mind, I suppose, that she should 
take the next opportunity to receive the Holy 
Communion, if there be none that day, when 
the last Rubrick declares, it is convenient she 
should partake of it. Unto this, therefore, you 
are to exhort her, that she may perfect her 
aclarowledgments of God's goodness, by the 
bighest Thanksgiving the Church can ofier, and 
which is proper and peculiar to Christian 
people. 



O 



72 THB WORK OF 

This cavil being taken away, it will be easy 
to make them sensible, how useful it is for 
them to join with you in this ComminaHon ; 
which may awaken drowsy souls to consider 
and amend their evil doings, that they may 
escape those judgments that are threatened to 
them, which are unavoidable, if they go on 
still in their sins. 

There was something like this among the 
ancient Jews, who at certain stated times were 
wont to denounce a general anathema against 
all the Israelites, who knowingly and willingly 
violated such and such laws. A Form of which 
Mr. Selden hath given us ^ out of their Ritual, 
called Colho, This it is likely the Christian 
Church thought fit to imitate, not by denoun- 
cing a formal anathema, but only by a solemn 
recital of the threatenings in God's laws against 
impenitent sinners; and their affirming the 
truth and certainty of them : which *in the 
Romish Church came at last to such an ana- 
thema as I now mentioned in the Jewish Ritual, 



^ De Jure Nat et Gent lib. iy. cap. 7* 
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called the Greater Excommunication, which here 
in England was denounced by every Bishop 
twice a year, and by every Parish-priest four 
times a year, against certain persons. A Form 
of which Great Curse the same most learned 
person hath given us ', out of the Ritual, ac- 
cording to the use of the Church of Sarum, 
where he observes, that in the room of this, 
our first Reformers only ordered this Maledic- 
tory Commination, as he well styles it, to be 
used once a year. 

In the beginning of which Commination there 
is mention made of a godly discipline in the pri- 
mitive Church, whereby such persons as stood 
convicted of notorious sins were, in the begin- 
ning of Lent, put to open penance. This dis- 
cipline we there wish might be restored again ; 
but seem to suppose that, for the present, we 
can only, instead of it, denounce God's anger 
and judgments against sinners, and make them 
say Amen thereunto ; whereby they may stand 
convicted in their own consciences, that they 



' De SynedriiB, book i. cap x. 
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are under the carse of God, and so be brought 
to repentance. Had we not need then do this 
very seriously, if it be all that we can do of 
this kind ? Yet let it be considered, whether 
we may not be able to do something more, if 
we wiU attempt it: for may not scandalous 
persons be more frequently presented than they 
are ? May not private admonitions, if not pub- 
lic, be more used ? Let us not then think fit 
to do nothing, because we cannot do all that 
we would. The right way to enlarge our au- 
thority (of the want of which we complain), 
is, to use that which we have uprightly and 
faithfully. That is, if we presented none in 
the Ecclesiastical Court, till private applications 
had been made to them with seriousness and 
earnestness unsuccessfully ; and if it were done 
without respect to persons, parties, or inte- 
rests, we might bring our Courts into that just 
esteem and credit which they ought to have. 

And having mentioned private admonition, 
let me, in a few words, remember you, that at 
your ordination you promised to use both public 
and private monitions and exhortations, as well 
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to the skk, as to the whole within your cures, as 
need shall require, and occasion shall be ffiven. 
And perhaps more good might be done this 
way than any other ; if it were done at fitting 
times, with as much secresy as may he, and 
with apparent affection to them. In some 
cases, perhaps, it may be done most effectually 
by letter, which may be sent when you cannot 
have opportunity to speak to them. And here 
it may be proper to admonish you, that Dis- 
senters from our Church are thus to be dealt 
withal ; by some way of private conference 
with them, not by preaching against them, for 
they are not there to hear it. Our own people, 
indeed, are by public discourses, as well as 
otherways, to be confirmed and established in 
our communion ; but there is no way to reduce 
them, but by private arguing with them : which 
is not to be omitted, because the present Act of 
Indulgence doth not justify them in their sepa- 
ration, but only suspends the punishmentli to 
which they were before liable. Still they are 
in a state of schism, out of which you should 
endeavour to recover them, by kind persua- 
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sions and argaments, which may work more 
upon them than all the penalties formerly in- 
flicted, which made them angry, but did not 
convert them. 

For the conclusion of this part of my Trea- 
tise, I should upon the mention of LiEnt have 
said something concemiug that Fast, and other 
days of Fasting or Abstinence, appointed by the 
Church, winch if men could be persuaded to 
observe, as times of recollection, and exami- 
nation of themselves, and prayer, they would 
find great benefit thereby, to the increase of 
Christian piety. I wrote a little^ book about it, 
in the beginning of the late reign, which had 
the approbation of my superiors : but I have 
not room to say more of it here ; nor of the 
Festivals which are ordered to be kept, in com- 
memoration of great blessings God hath be- 
stowed upon us : of which you should endea- 
vour to make your people sensible, whereby 
they may be induced to observe them with 
religious joy ; especially the three chief festi- 
vals, in memory of our Saviour's Nativity, Re- 
surrection, and the Coming of the Holy Ghost. 
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Bnt it is time to proceed to the other pEut 
of this Discouree, which I propounded in the 
beginning; and I mast be the shorter in it, 
because I have been longer in this than I at 
first intended. 





Hatino laid before yon the datiea, both 
private and public, which belong to yoor holy 
function, I come now to treat a little of the 
spmt wherewith they ought to be performed. 



SECTION I. 

And above all things yon moat lahonr to 
posseBB your hearta with a apirit of love to 
God, whoae aervanta yoa are, and who employe 
yoa in the moat gloriona work in the 'world. 
A spirit, I say, of love to God the Father, who 
hath sent hie Son to be the Savionr of the 
world, and to God the Son, who loved the 
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Church, and gave Himself, for it ; and to God 
the Holy Ghost, who hath, by a peculiar grace, 
separated you from other men to minister unto 
Christ in his Church ; which was a witness 
of what was said to you at your Ordination : 
Receive the Holy Ghost, for the office and work 
of a Priest in the Church of God. These were 
not empty words, nor mere lofty expressions, 
without any power in them ; but an effectual 
prayer for the Holy Spirit of Grace, which was 
then conferred upon you, and should mightily 
move you to serve the Church of Christ, in the 
love of the Spirit, as St. Paul speaks ^ ; that is, 
in the love which the Spuit of God inspires 
you withal. For, as he saith before in that 
Epistle ', the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts, by the Holy Ghost which is given unto 
us. So we pray in the Hymn which is recited 
at the Ordination of Priests. 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire. 
Thy blessed unction from above. 
Is comfort) life, and fire of love. 



^ Rom. XV. 30. 



» Ibid. V. 6. 
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These are not vain words, if sent up with ar- 
dent affection to God, but procure for us the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to enlighten, and 
enliven, and warm our hearts with the know- 
ledge and love of God our Saviour: which 
love we should every day endeavour to stir up, 
by reflecting upon the wonderful love of God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, unto us. 
For so St. Chrysostom notes upon those words 
of St. Paul ' : he mentions the love of the Spirit, 
KaOawep yap o Xpioroc ijyairriae rov KOtxfiov, jcac 
6 nar^ju, ovTia Koi to Uvevfia : for as Christ and 
the Father hath loved the world, so hath the 
Spirit, Upon this love we ought to reflect 
every morning, and ponder it so long, till we 
And it excite in us that heavenly fire of love to 
God, which we prayed for at our Ordination. 

For if we preserve this flame in our hearts, 
it will make us cheerful as well as diligent, 
restless and unwearied in the work of the Lord. 
Nothing can carry us through it like this, and 
render it so easy and sweet to us, as to think 

* Rom. XV. 30. 
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we are serving our good God, in that which He 
loves and delights to have done ; and to feel 
that every thing we do proceeds from love to 
Him, and to His service. 

Our Saviour teaches us, that this is the prin- 
ciple by which all His ministers ought 'to act, 
in that question which He asks St. Peter, and 
repeats it thrice after His resurrection, Simon 
Peter, lovest ihau me* ? And in the command 
which follows upon his profession, that he sin- 
cerely loved Him, Feed my lambs, and feed my 
sheep; take care of the souls of young and 
old, that they want not their proper food ; for 
they are so dear to Him, as Theophylact there 
notes, that He makes our care of them, to be 
the mark of our afiection to Him ; rifc tlq 
avTov Ayainic rovro iroui reKfiripiov, For it is, 
therefore, a certain token of our love to Him ; 
because it flows from thence as from its foun- 
tain and spring. If we love Him, we can 
never neglect them. This will make us stu- 
dious and industrious to promote the salvation 
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of those souIb whom Christ so dearly loved ; 
it being the truest expression of our love to 
Christ. So St. Chrysostom, upon this place : 
Christ repeated this so often, to show us, woi^ 
Bel Tpov^ lidXterra avroy iLyawfv, after what 
manner we ought chiefly to love Him, by taking 
care of his flock. Can any man read this, 
then, and be negligent ? No ; not if he love 
the Lord Jesus in sincerity : who hath bid him 
demonstrate his love by feeding His lambs and 
His sheep. There are several other things, 
(saith that great Father of the Church) which 
may give us some confidence towards God, 
nay, make us illustrious and famous, but that 
which above all things wins us the favour of 
Heaven, is, ^ irepl rove icXtiaiov icridefwyia, our 
tender care of our neighbours. Which leads 
to the next thing : 
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Which is a sincere love and affection to the 
souls of men, which Christ hath redeemed with 
His precious blood. If we make an estimate 
of them by the price which was paid for them, 
we cannot set too high a value upon them ; and 
if we look upon them as invaluable beings 
(purchased at so dear a rate), we shall do all 
we can to save them, and be exceedingly fear- 
fid lest any of them should be lost through our 
negligence. 

Preserve, therefore, and keep alive in your 
hearts, a spirit of love to the souls of men, es- 
pecially to your parishioners. And there is 
no way to do this like to the consideration, 
what it cost to redeem them, — no less than the 
blood of the Son of God, who demonstrated 
thereby how precious they are in themselves, 
and how dear to Him. Bestow a few thoughts 
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upon this every day, and it will beget and con- 
tinue in you the greatest kindness and tender- 
est compassion towards them : and that will 
move you to lay out yourselves with the utmost 
diligence, in all the offices belonging to your 
function. And this, both for His sake and 
for theirs, that He may see of the travail of 
His soul, and he satisfied, as the prophet^ 
speaks ; and that they may obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory '^^ 

I shall conclude what I hate said of these 
two things (a spirit of love to God, and to the 
souls of men), with a notable Discourse of St. 
Austin's, who, in a letter to Lohgini&nus, a 
Pagan philosopher, remembers him of this 
saying of one of the ancients, Quibus satis 
persuasum esset, ut nihil mallent se esse, qudm 
viros honos, his reliqmtn facilem esse doctri- 
nam : Unto those who were persuaded so £eir, 
as to desire nothing but to be made good 
men, all the rest of the instructions that phi- 
losophers could give them would be very easy. 
This, he saith, he took to be a saying of So- 
> Isaiah liii. 11. « 2Tim. ii. 10. 



a 



b 



o 



=0 



THE MINISTRY. 85 

crates, which must be acknowledged to be ex- 
cellent. But then he tells him, there is a far 
more ancient prophetical saying, which pre- 
ceded this many ages, teaching men briefly 
and at once, not only to desire nothing but 
to be made good men, but also how they may 
be made truly good, viz. Love the Lord thy 
God, with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thy- 
self* To him who can be persuaded to do 
this, Non ei reliquam facilem, sed earn totam 
esse doctrinam duntaxat utilem ac salubrem. I 
do not say, as Socrates did', that all the rest 
will be easy ; but that this is the whole only 
profitable and wholesome doctrine, and there 
needs no more. 

Keep this, therefore, perpetually in your 
heart, which contains in it all things else. 
Love the Lord your God, and love your neigh- 
bour, and you have done all you need to do; 
for all is included in this: you will not be 
wanting in your duty to either of them, if you 
heartily love them. 

> Epist 23a 
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SECTION III. 

My next advice shall be in the words of the 
blessed Apostle St. Paul, (who hath left us a 
wonderful example of most tender affection to 
men's souls, read 1 Thess. ii. 7, 8. 11 .) What- 
soever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks unto God and 
the Father by Him *. That is, when you are 
going to perform any part of your office, pray 
Him to be present with you, and assist you. 
So St. Chrysostom (and out of him Theophy- 
lact) expounds these words, in the name of 
Christ, ahroy KaXwy fioriBoVi calUng upon Him 
to be thy helper, Trporepov ahr^ £vj(6fievo^ koI 
ovT(i>g &irTOv rCiy tpyuty : first making thy prayer 
to Him, and so go about thy business. When 
you put on your surplice, for instance, think 

^ Coloss. iii. 17* 
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with yourselves that you are going to offer up 
the prayers of the people to God, in the name 
of Jesus Christ. And then with what solem- 
nity, with what reverence, wiU you perform 
that sacred office? especially when you have 
besought Him to be with you, and believe that 
He is nigh to all them that call upon Him in 
truth. In like manner, when you go up into 
the pulpit, consider with yourselves that you 
are going to speak in the name of Christ unto 
His people, beseeching Him to assist you, and 
to carry home the truths you shall deliver to 
their hearts and consciences. For dexterius 
hquentur cum hominibus, qui prius tota mente 
cum Deo fuerunt collocuti, as Erasmus excel- 
lently speaks ; they will speak with men more 
dexterously who have, first of all, with their 
whole soul, spoken with God. The hke I 
might say of other parts of your duty, which 
will then be most successfully discharged when 
you have engaged our Lord, by solemn prayer 
to Him, to go along with you, and accompany 
you. 
Theodoret hath another interpretation, or 
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rather, a further improvement of the sense of 
these words, which is this; adom all your 
words and actions ^ r^ y^y^y^Jf rov htairorov 
XpiiTTov, with the remembrance of the Lord 
Christ; that is, having invoked His blessed 
presence to be with you, think what He would 
do, how He would behave Himself, and with 
what spirit He would perform such things, as 
you are going about. For example, when you 
are going to compose a sermon, it would be 
of great use and efficacy, if you would think 
with yourselves what Christ would say to your 
people, if He were to speak to them ; what 
He would require of them ; with what mo- 
tives He would excite them ; and what com* 
passion He would express to their souls. It 
would be impossible then for any man, if he 
had Christ in his mind, to say any thing but 
what he hath well considered, and will tend to 
make men good. He will not preach for his 
own glory, but for the glory of Christ ; pur- 
suing things profitable rather than plausible ; 
not affecting in his discourse lenocinia, sed re- 
media; such things as may tickle the ears of 
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idle people, but such as will cure their diseases 
and distempers. They are the words of Sal- 
vian in his Preface to his book De Gubema- 
tione Dei; which are agreeable to the old 
rule which Rittershusius there mentions, M^ 
fwi TO, KOfiypcif aXX* Jv ^£i rjf iroXet, Give me 
not spruce things, but such as the city needs. 

They that interpret the words to this sense. 
Be so mindful of Christ thai you do nothing in- 
decorous, nothing unbeseeming the relation you 
have to Him, nothing that may dishonour Him ; 
—differ not much from the former : and there- 
fore I conclude this advice as the Apostle doth 
his admonition. As we ought to begin every 
thing with a devout remembrance of Christ, 
whose blessing upon us we ought to implore ; 
so we ought to end all by giving thanks to God 
through Him, That is as acceptable to Him as 
our prayers; nay, is a powerful prayer for 
more of His grace. For none are so likely to 
receive more, as those who thankfully acknow- 
ledge what they have received already ; and, 
therefore, let all your doings be thus begun 
and ended, in the name of Christ. Whereby 
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you will be preserved in His love and favour, 
and partake still more of His grace. 



SECTION IV. 

Especially if you do all this in sincerity 
of heart, which is that good soil, wherein if 
the seed of the Word be not sown and re- 
ceived, it brings forth no fruit to perfection ; 
and which our Saviour more particularly re- 
quired in His Apostles, who were to sow that 
good seed in men's hearts. Such persons, it 
is manifest. He sought for, as were plain, sim- 
ple, and honest-hearted; having no worldly 
end to serve, but wholly bent to know the way 
to eternal salvation. Andrew and Peter, who 
were first called to follow Him, it is evident, 
were of this spirit, for they left all they had 
to attend Him : and next to them Philip, 
who finding Nathanael, and telling him they 
had found the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, to 
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whom he prayed him to go along with him ; as 
soon as our Saviour saw him. He said, to show 
what kind of men He dehghted in. Behold an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile \ which was 
a surprising character of him, aftei^ Nathanael 
had made this ohjection against our Saviour, 
Can any good thing come out of Nazareth ? But, 
as Theophylact well observes, those were not 
^rifiara aTrifrriag, words of unbelief; but dKpi- 
fieiag Kai vono^aOovQ Ziavoiag yivtatrKovtrriQ, of 
a mind that accurately weighed things, and was 
well studied in the Law, which taught him, that 
Christ was to come out of Bethlehem in Judea, 
not out of Nazareth in Galilee. By this our 
Saviour judged of his sincerity, which appeared 
also in that, notwithstanding this seeming pre- 
judice, he went along with Philip to be better 
informed of our Saviour. 

This is one great part of that sincerity 
which I am now recommending to you : to 
have your minds free from the power of pre- 
judice and partial affections; being desirous 

* John i. 47. 
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only to know the truth, and understand what 
the will of the Lord is. So St.,Chryso8tom 
upon these words : ^ASiKatrTO^ yap avrov fi 
Kpiaris, oh^iy vpoc x^P*"^* ohSey irpOQ airi\0£iay 
^Oiyyerac : His judgment was uncorrupt and 
HfUnassed, and pronounced nothing either out of 
favour and affection, or out of dislike and ha- 
tred. 

Another token of which sincerity there fol- 
lows, in that, after this high commendation 
which our Lord gave him, he was not at all 
elated hy it, nor ran away with these enco- 
miums (as the same Father speaks) : aXX' circ- 
fUyei Zrir&y, Kai iiKptfiifrrepoy Btepivyutfieyoct 
&0. ; hut continues inquiring, and searching 
more*exactly, being desirous of this alone, to 
be more perfectly satisfied in the truth: as 
he was upon his next question, and our Sa- 
viour's answer to it. 

By this it appears, that sincerity of heart is 
the best disposition to understand the mind of 
Christ, and to be employed by Him in the 
ministry of the Gospel, as the Apostles were, 
who had regard to nothing in this world, but 
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only to the glory of God and the salvation of 
men; in which also they found the highest 
satisfaction, or, rather, rejoicing and glorying* 
For so St. Paul saith ', Our refoicing (or, glo^ 
Tying or boasting) is this, the testimony of omr 
conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, 
&c., we have had oter conversation in the tcdrld. 
He served our Lord, that is, with pure inten- 
tion, designing nothing hut to win souls to 
Him, hy delivering His mind sincerely to 
them ; and seeking no greater satisfaction than 
to have it helieved and obeyed : ovhiy doXepov, 
obx virdxpimy^ &c., as St. Chrysostom glosses 
on those words. There was nothing deceitful in 
him ; no hypocrisy, no simulation, no flattery, no 
craft or fraud, or any thing of that kind; but 
he acted with all freedom, in simplicity, in truth, 
in a pure, uncorrupt judgment, and clear inten- 
tion; having nothing concealed and hidden un* 
demeath, nothing rotten at the bottom^ Thus 
he explains himself in his Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians : For our exhortation was not of deceit, 

» 2 Cor. i. 12. 
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nor of uncleanness, nor in guile : but as we were 
allowed of God to be put in trust with the (xos' 
pel, even so we speak ; not as pleasing men, but 
God, which trieth our hearts. For neither at 
any time used we flattering words, as ye know, 
nor a cloak of covetousness ; God is witness. 
Nor of men sought we glory ; neither of you, 
nor yet of others^* 

This admirable spirit let us imitate, endea- 
vouring after such a degree of this virtue, as 
to be glad if men could look into our hearts, 
and see our secret intentions and designs, as 
we are sure God doth ; who, ^ He is witness 
to them (as the Apostle speaks), so will judge 
us according to our uprightness and integrity 
in seeking to do Him honour, and to promote 
the salvation of souls. 

Thus the Fathers of the Church, particularly 
St. Gregory Nazianzen, distinguish a political 
Christian from a spiritual. ILoXiriKov fxiy yap 
epyoy eTvac, iravra troielv Kal \eyccv, c{ Jv eifBo^ 
Ki/jiTiereif &c« A political person, or a man of 

> 1 Thess. ii. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
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this world's basiness, is to do and to say all 
things whereby he may do himself credit, and 
be honoured by others, designing no happiness 
beyond this present life : but a spiritual man's 
business is to take care of his salvation, and 
highly to esteem what contributes unto that, 
but to look upon that which doth not, as no- 
thing worth. In short, to esteem those things 
above all others, c£ Jv eavrog t€ TrXtltnov &iioQ 
eerrai, &c, ; by which he himself may be made 
most worth, and he may draw others by himself 
to the best and most excellent things ^. 



SECTION V. 



Thbrb are some other qualities that make 
up the character of a good minister of Jesus 
Christ, of which I have not room, in this little 
Treatise, particularly to discourse. For he 

^ Gregory Nazianzen, Orat xix. p. 300. 
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ought to serve the Lord with all humility of 
mind^ ; yn>ik patience* also; and with meek- 
ness^. All which St. Paul hath commended 
to us, together with the foregoing qualities, in 
that admirable description he makes of him- 
self, (2 Corinth, vi. 3, 4, 5, 6, &c.) which was 
part of the Epistle, I observed, for the first 
Sunday in Lent; where he first of all saith, 
that they took care to give no offence in any 
thing, that the ministry might not be blamed. 
Of which I shall briefly speak a little, when I 
have first laid before you what follows. But 
in all things approving ourselves as the ministers 
of God, Not merely showing themselves, 
saith (Ecumenius on the place, but more than 
that, approving or commending themselves; 
which signifies a demonstration, Si tpytav Koi 
aXridilag, by real works and deeds, to be truly 
Christ's ministers. Which demonstration, 
saith he, they gave first of all, iv tnro/uovjji, in 
patience; nay, he adds, much patience, irdvra 
flpovret yevvaibfc rd pridri<r6iuya, generously 



» Acts XX. 19. » 2 Tim. ii. 24. 

» Ibid. ver. 25. 
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bearing all that was said of them ; that is, 
men's censures, reproaches, and calumnies ; 
yea, and all the sufferings and miseries they 
pleased to heap upon them: which he ex- 
presses in the next words, in afflictions, in ne- 
cessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprison- 
ments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in 
fastings. Upon which I cannot enlarge; nor 
upon what he saith of their pureness and know- 
ledge (i. e. their divine wisdom, whereby they 
approved themselves Grod's ministers, not by 
human philosophy, as the same CEcumenius 
expounds it), and all the rest. But only take 
notice of what he saith, ver. 7. by the armour 
of righteousness, on the right hand and on the 
left. As if he had said. Would ye know how 
we come to perform such things (as the same 
author expounds it), give ear then to what 
follows ; it was by being armed on both sides, 
on the right and on the left, which are not so 
contrary, but the armour of righteousness fitted 
both. By the right hand, saith he, the Apostle 
understands ra emBi^ia, prosperous things, 
such as honour and esteem among men, which 
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did not make us swell, nor puff us up with 
vain glory, and therefore were the armour or 
weapons of righteousness. On the left hand, 
were the things contrary to these, temptations, 
persecutions, reproaches, and injuries *, hy 
which we were not dejected nor cast down, as 
by the other we were not elated. As if he 
had said, in other words, M//r£ role koKoIq 
£7raipo/Li£vo(, fJLriT€ TOiQ KOKOiQ fjiaXaKii^ofjieyoi, 
neither lifted up by good things, nor disheart* 
ened by evil. A proof of which immediately 
follows, by honour and by dishonour, by evil 
report and good report. In which words, saith 
that author, he recounts the right hand and 
the left hand things. And in this spirit we 
ought to serve the Lord Christ ; not minding 
the vain praise of men, nor their dispraise; 
but only endeavouring to approve ourselves to 
our blessed Lord and Master, with an equal 
mind, in all conditions. 

Before I end this, I cannot but a little reflect 
upon those words wherewith the Apostle begins 
this discourse, giving no offence in any thing, 
that the ministry be not blamed. Which ad- 
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monishes us cautiously to avoid every thing at 
which men may take just exception, for this 
very reason ; — lest the Gospel of Christ should 
he hindered, and our fault he laid upon our 
religion. 

There is aremarkahle precept to this purpose, 
which the Apostle gives hoth to Timothy and 
to Titus * : Let no man despise thee. Which 
some may fancy (as Theodoret ohserves) to he 
a command helonging to others rather than to 
us, who cannot hinder men's despisals ; hut 
that is a mistake, in the Apostle's opinion, 
who would have Timothy to know, that he 
who commands and teaches others may pre- 
serve himself from contempt hy this means 
(though he were a young man) ; efxyfwxoc yofioQ 
ycvov, &c. Be thou a living law; show in thy- 
self the perfect work of the law ; lead such a 
life as will bear witness to thy words. Which 
life he descrihes in the words immediately fol- 
lowing : Be thou an example of the believers, in 
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
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faith, in purity. He that thus makes himself, 
&<rvep ccKciiv tfjiypvyoc, koI opoQ evi^uyta^, (as 
(Ecumenius expresses it,) as it were, a living 
image and rule of a good life, will preserve him- 
self from contempt, and not lose, but maintain, 
his authority. 

To conclude this ; there is nothing the devil 
more desires and endeavours than to alienate 
the hearts of the people from their ministers j 
and therefore they should take the greatest 
care to do nothing that may give the least 
occasion of it. And here I cannot forbear to 
mind you of one thing, which hath given no 
small scandal ; which is, the not keeping your 
houses, and that part of the house of Grod, 
which belongs to the care of some ministers, 
in good repair, and leaving them so to their 
successors. This argues a very careless, or 
covetous, sordid spirit, minding nothing but a 
man's self, and the present world, and having 
no consideration of the future. 

I hope I need not exhort you to observe the 
seventy-fifth Canon of our Church, which re- 
quires you not to resort to any taverns or ale- 
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houses, at any time, other than for your honest 
necessities, &c. ; which occasions cannot be 
frequent, nor of any long continuance. I shall 
only tell you that Julian the Apostate, in his 
famous Letter to Arsacius, the high priest of 
the Pagan religion in Galatia, having com- 
mended the exemplary charity of Chiistians to 
the imitation of his priests, adds (after some 
other good admonitions of governing their 
families well) : Uapaivetrov iepia firjTE dearp^ 
TrapafidWsiy, fiiiTe kv icaTrijXe/^ iriyeiv, &c. ; 
Exhort a priest that he neither go into the thea- 
tre, nor drink in a tavern, nor exercise any base 
or ignominious art. Honour those that obey 
these orders, and put the disobedient out of their 
office^. This shows how sensible he was of 
the necessity of the apostolical precept, that 
he who ministered to God, should have a good 
report of them which are without ^, i. e. are not 
of his religion. 

To conclude ; think often what an honour 
it is to serve the Lord Jesus, and what care 
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He took of His flock ; how invalaable the 
souls of men are, which He purchased with 
His blood ; what an inestimable treasure the 
Gospel of Christ is, wherewith you are en- 
trusted; in what a high station God hath 
placed you ; and then you will never submit to 
so much as any mean action ; but do such 
things as may procure you esteem, or, at least, 
prevent contempt. 

And to keep this good spirit in you, which I 
have described, it would be of singular use to 
read every Lord's day (at least, every Ordina- 
tion Sunday) the vows and promises you made 
when you were admitted into holy orders: 
which are so solemn, that it is impossible not 
to be moved by them, if they be not merely 
read, but seriously weighed and considered. 

These instructions I have written, in the 
midst of great variety of business, and with 
many interruptions, which may make them 
defective in many particulars, and less accurate 
than they might otherwise have been : but 
what they want in that, will be made up, I 
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hope, by the sincere desire I have to do good, 
and by the grace of God accompanying all 
honest endeavonrB. Unto which grace I most 
heartily commend you ; and rest, 

Your affectionate brother. 

Si. Elibns. 
March 19, 1697. 
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